(Read : March 18th, 1891.) Now that the cholera, which during the last three years has been slowly but steadily advancing westwards from its Indian home, has apparently halted for the present on the very threshold of Europe, it may be interesting and instructive to take a retrospective view of the course of previous waves, and to formulate our conceptions of the factors determining the prevalence and progress of the disease.
I shall not attempt to combat the opinion entertained by men of whose ability I have the highest opinion, but who would themselves frankly admit their unacquaintance with bacteriological work or literature, viz., that cholera is conveyed not by human intercourse but by telluric, meteorological, or other hypothetical agencies or occult influences, unknown, and indeed unknowable.
Nor is it necessary to refute the notion prevalent among the populace of the countries bordering on the Mediterranean that cholera is contagious in the same sense as small-pox or scarlatina, a notion which underlies the practice of quarantine in those regions. I shall assume that is recognised by scientific and competent observers in this country as well as in India, Germany, and America, and by the most thoughtful and independent minds in France and Italy, that its communicability is closely analogous to that of enteric fever; that is, that the virus is a specific microbe present in the evacuations, at any rate in the early stage of the disease, distinguishable by cultivation from some others which in form appear identical with it; that the virulence of the contagion increases for some days after its discharge from 
